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Free Reading Level Assessment Tools 

By Ann Zeise 

 

 

On one of the Unschooling email lists, we got to talking about how a homeschool parent 

could test the reading level of their children. Below are various online reading level tests 

that were suggested. I've added more reading tests for kids, too, through the years. 

 
 

http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/methods/UnschoolingOnline.htm
http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/index.htm
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The Value of Reading Assessment 

 

Dr. Richard McCallum discusses reading assessment and instruction and how together they 

can become a powerful tool in the process of learning to read. He also explains the different 

types of reading assessments and how they affect grade level reading instruction. 

One quick way of assessing reading grade level is to look at the reading level designation of 

their favorite books. Usually placed near the list price on the back cover of children's books 

you'll see something like this: RL 3.2. This would indicate that the book was written with the 

reading vocabulary of a typical child in the second month of the third grade. I'd average the 

"RL's" of their favorite books, as homeschooled kids tend to read all over the map. This 

system, however, tends to stop at about the end of the 6th grade level. 

Free Reading Assessment Tests to Determine a Child's Reading Level 

Reading Skills Assessment Tool 

Have your child read and pronounce correctly each letter or word starting with "A", the first 

8 "words" are letters, then progress from left to right. When your child misses 5 words in a 

row, or is frustrated, then stop. Next, add the number of words using the number in brackets 

to help you, which keeps a tally of how many words your child has read up to that row. 

As you can see this scale goes all the way up to college level. This test only assesses 

decoding (reading words); it does not assess reading comprehension or spelling. 

Example: If your child reads all the way up to "quality" but misses the next 5 or 6 words 

then they would have a score of 44. A score of 44 = 4.4 grade reading level, being typical of 

4th grade in the fourth month. 

Links lead to dictionary.com pronunciations and definitions. You may test for word 

comprehension through using the linked definitions. The simpler words sometimes have the 

more complicated definitions and sometimes several pronunciations.  

A 

B 

O 

P 

E 

R 

T 

H 
[8] 

to 

see 

cat 

milk 

red 

tree 

big 

book 
[16] 

was 

city 

eat 

him 

animal 

letter 

then 

himself 
[24] 

http://www.letsgolearn.com/lglsite/parents/homeschool/course/?aff_81
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/to
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/see
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/cat
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/milk
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/red
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tree
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/big
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/book
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/was
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/city
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/eat
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/him
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/animal
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/letter
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/then
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/himself
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how 

deep 

spell 

between 

weather 

lip 

block 

awake 
[32] 

size 

board 

felt 

chin 

tray 

approve 

cliff 

stalk 
[40] 

split 

huge 

plot 

quality 

escape 

urge 

collapse 

grieve 
[48] 

abuse 

residence 

quarantine 

contagious 

glutton 

exhaust 

imply 

image 
[56] 

contemporary 

theory 

threshold 

participate 

ethics 

desolate 

eliminate 

triumph 
[64] 

tranquility 

humidity 

contemptuous 

alcove 

humiliate 

conspiracy 

aeronautic 

predilection 
[72] 

emphasis 

municipal 

rescinded 

luxurious 

unanimous 

intrigue 

protuberance 

audacious 
[80] 

benign 

prevalence 

repugnant 

peculiarity 

rudimentary 

pugilist 

mitosis 

bibliography 
[88] 

anomaly 

decisive 

mosaic 

deteriorate 

spurious 

irascible 

expunge 

coercion 
[96] 

discretionary 

enigmatic 

regime 

centrifugal 

itinerary 

abysmal 

soliloquize 

inchoate 
[104] 

oligarchy 

exigencies 

mnemonic 

ingratiating 

covetousness 

aborigines 

emaciated 

seismograph 
[112] 

pseudonym 

usurp 

idiosyncrasy 

schism 

misogyny 

desuetude 

exophthalmic 

succinct 
[120] 

longevity 

regimes 

vehemence 

regicidal 

evanescence 

heinous 

omniscience 

conduit 
[128] 

    

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/how
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/deep
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/spell
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/between
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/weather
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/lip
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/block
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/awake
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/size
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/board
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/felt
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/chin
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tray
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/approve
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/cliff
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/stalk
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/split
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/huge
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/plot
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/quality
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/escape
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/urge
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/collapse
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/grieve
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/abuse
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/residence
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/quarantine
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/contagious
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/glutton
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/exhaust
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/imply
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/image
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/contemporary
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/theory
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/threshold
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/participate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/ethics
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/desolate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/eliminate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/triumph
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tranquility
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/humidity
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/contemptuous
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/alcove
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/humiliate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/conspiracy
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/aeronautic
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/predilection
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/emphasis
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/municipal
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/rescinded
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/luxurious
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/unanimous
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/intrigue
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/protuberance
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/audacious
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/benign
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/prevalence
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/repugnant
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/peculiarity
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/rudimentary
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/pugilist
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/mitosis
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/bibliography
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/anomaly
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/decisive
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/mosaic
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/deteriorate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/spurious
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/irascible
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/expunge
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/coercion
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/discretionary
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/enigmatic
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/regime
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/centrifugal
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/itinerary
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/abysmal
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/soliloquize
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/inchoate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/oligarchy
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/exigencies
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/mnemonic
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/ingratiating
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/covetousness
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/aborigines
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/emaciated
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/seismograph
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/pseudonym
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/usurp
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/idiosyncrasy
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/schism
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/misogyny
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/desuetude
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/exophthalmic
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/succinct
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/longevity
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/regimes
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/vehemence
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/regicidal
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/evanescence
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/heinous
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/omniscience
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/conduit
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The San Diego Quick Assessment of Reading Ability 

The list in which a student misses no more than one of the ten words is the level at which 

he/she can read independently. 

Two errors indicate his/her instructional level. 

Three or more errors identify the level at which reading material will be too difficult for 

him/her. 

 1 

road 

live 

thank 

when 

bigger 

how 

always 

night 

spring 

today 

 2 

our 

please 

myself 

town 

early 

send  

wide 

believe 

quietly 

carefully 

 3 

city 

middle 

moment 

frightened 

exclaimed 

several 

lonely 

drew 

since 

straight 

 4 

decided 

served 

amazed  

silent 

wrecked 

improved 

certainly 

entered 

realized 

interrupted 

 5 

successful 

business 

develop 

considered 

discussed 

behaved 

splendid 

acquainted 

escaped 

squirming 

 6 

bridge 

commercial 

abolish 

trucker 

apparatus 

elementary 

comment 

necessity 

gallery 

relativity 

 7 

amber 

dominion 

sundry 

capillary 

impetuous 

blight 

wrest 

enumerate 

daunted 

 8 

capacious 

limitation 

pretext 

intrigue 

delusion 

immaculate 

ascent 

acrid 

binocular 

 9 

conscientious 

isolation 

molecule 

ritual 

momentous 

vulnerable 

kinship 

conservatism 

jaunty 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/road
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/live
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/thank
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/when
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/bigger
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/how
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/always
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/night
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/spring
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/today
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/our
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/please
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/myself
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/town
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/early
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/send
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/wide
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/believe
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/quietly
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/carefully
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/city
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/middle
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/moment
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/frightened
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/exclaimed
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/several
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/lonely
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/drew
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/since
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/straight
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/decided
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/served
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/amazed
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/silent
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/wrecked
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/improved
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/certainly
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/entered
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/realized
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/interrupted
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/successful
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/business
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/develop
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/considered
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/discussed
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/behaved
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/splendid
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/acquainted
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/escaped
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/squirming
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/bridge
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/commercial
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/abolish
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/trucker
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/apparatus
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/elementary
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/comment
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/necessity
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/gallery
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/relativity
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/amber
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/dominion
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/sundry
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/capillary
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/impetuous
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/blight
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/wrest
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/enumerate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/daunted
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/capacious
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/limitation
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/pretext
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/intrigue
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/delusion
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/immaculate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/ascent
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/acrid
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/binocular
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/conscientious
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/isolation
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/molecule
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/ritual
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/momentous
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/vulnerable
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/kinship
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/conservatism
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/jaunty
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condescent embankment inventive 

 10 

zany 

jerking 

nausea 

gratuitous 

linear 

inept 

legality 

aspen 

prevaricate 

barometer 

 11 

galore 

rotunda 

capitalism 

amnesty 

risible 

exonerate 

superannuate 

luxuriate 

piebald 

crunch 

  

 

Award Winning Children's Books 
100 books that have won the Newbery or Caldecott awards, or other literary awards for the 

best children's literature, organized by reading level and title. Resource for finding books 

once you know your child's reading level. 

More on Reading Level Assessment 

Let's Go Learn Reading Assessment 
This online reading assessment gives you immediate feedback on your child's reading level, 

as well as his or her strengths and weaknesses in reading--all for less than the cost of most 

formal assessments. 

Note:  The Homeschool Buyers Co-op (an A to Z Affiliate) has the BEST DEAL ON THE 

PLANET for Let’s Go Learn Reading Assessment.  Click here for details.  If you decide to 

join the Homeschool Buyers Co-op, enter “AskAnn” as the Referral Code in the sign up box 

and receive 500 FREE SmartPoints, too. 

 
Observational assessments developed by a Subgroup of the America Reads Challenge: 

READ* WRITE* NOW Partners Group in 1998. The checkpoints are grouped largely by 

three-year developmental periods because children of the same age and grade often grow and 

learn at different rates. 

English Language Arts (ELA) Reading Assessments 
Free multiple choice assessments with recording matrices on the following: phonemic 

awareness, consonant and vowel sounds, spelling-patterns, sight words, and grammar in 

Acrobat format. 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/condescent
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/embankment
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/inventive
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/zany
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/jerking
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nausea
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/gratuitous
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/linear
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/inept
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/legality
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/aspen
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/prevaricate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/barometer
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/galore
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/rotunda
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/capitalism
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/amnesty
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/risible
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/exonerate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/superannuate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/luxuriate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/piebald
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/crunch
http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/materials/Award_Winning_Books.htm
http://www.letsgolearn.com/lglsite/?as=aff_81
http://www.homeschoolbuyersco-op.org/lets-go-learn-reading/
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/CheckFamilies/cover.html
http://penningtonpublishing.com/assessments/
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Reading Aptitude Assessment Test 
This free aptitude test will detect specific reading deficiencies. Then we'll give you 

recommendations to help you or your child read or read better! 

The Reading Success Lab 
The free reading assessment test is an effective screening device to determine whether there 

is a need for further testing.  This works even with those with dyslexia or other learning 

disabilities. 

Running Records and Benchmark Books 
A running record allows you to assess a student's reading performance as she/he reads from a 

benchmark book. Benchmark books are books selected for running record assessment 

purposes. A running record form, with text from the book printed on the form, accompanies 

each of the benchmark books. 

Schonell Reading Test 
The child should read the words left to right. When a word that gets a little difficult, you 

should ask the child to sound it out. If the child can't say what the word is, then go on to the 

next one. This determines reading age, not grade level. 

SEDL - RCI Framework of Reading - Reading Assessment 
We have created this summary of the different types of assessment that can be used for 

measuring development in reading skills in the hopes that teachers will better understand 

how single skills can be assessed by multiple measures. 

The SMOG Readability Formula 
To calculate the SMOG reading grade level, begin with the entire written work that is being 

assessed, and follow these four steps. A way to figure out what reading level a particular 

book is. 

 

 
Google+ 

http://www.test4free.com/
http://www.readingsuccesslab.com/
http://www.readinga-z.com/guided/runrecord.html
http://gleigh.tripod.com/readtst.htm
http://www.sedl.org/reading/framework/assessment.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/WELLNESS/reading.html
https://plus.google.com/111909260483353374526?rel=author

